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Press statement – 25-04-2017

External relations / Delegations

The Delegation for relations with
Palestine supports hunger-striking
Palestinian prisoners and warns
against force-feeding

The European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with Palestine supports
the hunger-striking Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails as they enter their
eighth day of protest for the respect of their human rights and their human
dignity. Delegation Chair Neoklis Sylikiotis (GUE/NGL, CY) made the
following statement:

"Palestinian prisoners’ rights are already being violated under international law by
their transfer out of Palestinian territory to jails in Israel – this is a clear violation of
the Fourth Geneva Convention. Further, prisoners are being punished by being
deprived of their family visits, they suffer medical negligence and are subject to
administrative detention on secret evidence without charge or trial, for indefinite
periods. This in itself is a form of psychological torture".

"We call on EU High Representative Federica Mogherini to insist in any dialogue
with Israel that all the Palestinian political prisoners and all the Palestinian children
being held illegally be immediately released, and that that Palestinian prisoners
must be held within the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and that their human right
to a fair trial be respected", Chair Sylikiotis urged on behalf of the Delegation.

Human rights organizations and Members of the Palestinian Legislative Council,
including former political prisoner Khalida Jarrar, who met the Delegation on its
recent visit to Palestine, underscored how this issue affects all of Palestinian
society, with most Palestinians having a family member imprisoned. Israel detains
Palestinians on a range of charges, from raising the Palestinian flag or
participating in a demonstration, to Facebook posts.

The Delegation expressed strong solidarity with the hunger-striking Palestinian
prisoners in its meeting on Monday 24 April. Strike leader Marwan Barghouti sent



a message to the Delegation in which he said the prisoners confirm their decision
to strike regardless of the sacrifice, suffering and pain.

Read more about the EP Delegation for relations with Palestine press statement
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